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Our apologies for not producing a June
Newsletter, but with the sad passing of our
editor, Bill Elligett, we have been unable to fill
the gap. Bill was also a long-term restoration
volunteer on PS Ruby and we miss him in
many ways.

Bill and his wife Liz kept us all ‘on track’ for
the production of the Newsletter and they will
be a hard act to follow.

Meanwhile, we thought it might be useful to
bring all Friends of the Ruby up to date with
this interim Newsletter, pending a more pro-
fessional production later.

The Board and the Restoration team have
continued work on achieving our Certificate of
Survey, as well as attending to business is-
sues preparatory to commencing operations.

The Restoration work is now complete, with
only minor adjustments and embellishments
here and there.

The inclining test has been successfully com-
pleted and the engineering sign-offs for the
boiler are done.

The next steps are the hydrostatic test on the
boiler, done on 1 September 2009 (some
more work to be done on boiler peripherals
prior to next test) and then Ruby will be
slipped, hull checked and tested in operation
(now to be April 2010 after the heat of sum-
mer).

We are expecting the Certificate to be issued
before mid 2010 and will then proceed to the

operating phase, utilising the boat as an out-
door classroom for numerous types of training
and for corporate and private functions. Ruby
will also be used in an ambassadorial role rep-
resenting Wentworth Shire..

During May, Ruby joined in a tourism promo-
tion at the Wentworth Wharf and a number of
visitors tried their hands (FEET!) at the pianola
which was donated to the Ruby by Mrs Noeline
Grandi, a long time supporter and Friend of the
Ruby. The pianola is soon to have a custom
made protective cover courtesy of a Commu-
nity Grant from the Wentworth District Commu-
nity Bank (the compressor for the new cool-
room has also been funded through this grant).

P.S. Ruby

.

Port of Wentworth

The History Book of PS Ruby is now
AVAILABLE at

PO Box 371, Wentworth NSW
or email Rod at
friendsofruby@psruby.com




Ruby took centre stage at the Celebrations of
Wentworth's sesquicentennial, taking invited

“Friends” on local cruises. A fleet of more than

fifteen other old riverboats also attended.

Ruby, our “Jewel at the Junction”, achieved a top
speed of 13kms per hour once clear of the speed
restricted area, but most of the time she cruised at
a more sedate speed befitting her style and grace.

The 1907 built paddle steamer was skippered by
Captain Leon Wagner and crewed by a qualified
and experienced mate, steam engineers and deck
hands. The Skipper said she performed well, with
just a few minor issues that are to be expected
and are relatively easy to rectify. He also invited
interested volunteers to register their interest in

crewing Ruby.

Two highly qualified boiler
engineers were on board to
observe and monitor the
operation and they were
quite satisfied with the
performance of her
machinery. EJ, Captain of
the Oscar W, Goolwa
performed the role of First

Mate for the Wentworth 150th Cruises (pictured

above).

Given the cool weather, passengers and crew
were kept fortified with hot, homemade soup and
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rolls provided by the ladies from the CWA.

On Saturday morning, before Ruby’s three passen-
ger cruises, Captain Wagner officiated at the
naming of Ruby’s new tender launch, the “Don
Duncan”. This 16-foot Hartley launch was given to
Ruby by local resident and restoration volunteer Mr
Don Duncan (pictured right).

The tender will be used for

trips away from the PS

Ruby when she is

working on the rivers

and as an added

supply or safety

tender for any need.

On 20 August, Ruby was ferried to Merbein
(Victoria, near Mildura) to help celebrate their
centenary. She returned to Wentworth on 23 August
2009 and both trial cruises were used to check her
in operation and to demonstrate her capabilities to a
number of people involved in the training and
tourism sectors.

On her way, to Merbein Ruby passed under the
Abbotsford Bridge—the first time in 81 years under
her own steam. Captain Leon Wagner (also
Chairman of the Merbein Centenary Committee)
was at the helm for the 6 hours trip upstream to
Merbein and Neil Hutchison was at the helm for the
return trip to Wentworth.

June—WaterWatch staff visited the boat to discuss
possible programs.

July - The new Murray Darling Basin Authority held it's
first meeting in the field at Wentworth and enjoyed a pre-
dinner reception onboard Ruby.

September - Ruby was visited by Mr David Payne,
Curator of the Australian Register of Historic Vessels,
Australian National Maritime Museum (Ruby is vessel No
10). Ruby was moored at the Wentworth Wharf for all
Country on the Darling Performances during this year’s
Country Music Festival (25 September to 4™ October)
2009) as a back drop to the FREE country music. Ruby
was open for inspection on most days during this period.
November —The Wentworth District Community Bank
will hold its Annual General Meeting on board PS Ruby.




The ‘welcome on board’ safety DVD aimed at informing
all passengers of the safety requirements on board PS
Ruby, was filmed in Wentworth earlier this year, with a
small but enthusiastic group of local talent.

“The DVD looks great” says Bill Brook, Chairman of PS
Ruby Board of Management “we are delighted with the
DVD filmed and edited by Apricot Productions and
would like to thank all who assisted on the day. “

The DVD highlights the whereabouts of the safety
equipment and alerts passengers to the special consid-
erations of travelling on a heritage vessel. Special
thanks to Norm Boyd who launched his classic wooden
boat to be part of the filming for the Wentworth 150"
television commercial.

Diana Byrne from Apricot Productions gets a final shot of
Norm approaching the PS Ruby.

Following a review of Occupational, Health and Safety
provisions for contractors and visitors to the PS Ruby
while she is in the Fotherby Park dock - all visitors will
be requested to sign on in the vessel’s Visitor Book and
access will be given on a regular basis on both Tues-
days and Wednesdays from 10am to 2pm.

PS Ruby can be made available for special occasions
and will be open daily when she is at the Wentworth
wharf for special community events.
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Planning has commenced for the first Youth Leader-
ship Training Program to be held on PS Ruby in the
latter part of 2010.

#
If you would like to try your hand at compiling and
editing the PS Ruby Newsletter—PLEASE CALL
Chairman, Bill Brook (03) 5027-2244
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PS Ruby features (along with five other
local attractions) on a series of street
banners designed to brighten up the
streetscape and promote the township.
Each banner is fitted with a detachable
piece on which local groups can adver-
tise their festivals and events.
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A full load of passengers during Wentworth’s

150th watch the unveiling of the John Egge
Statue—June 2009
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PO Box 371, Wentworth NSW 2648 Australia
PS Ruby is berthed at Fotherby Park, Wentworth
Email: info@psruby.com
Website: www.psruby.com
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