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A fifteen strong group from the
Heritage Council of N.S.W ar-
rived in Wentworth on Wednes-
day night, 30th September,
2008.

Thursday was crammed with a
heritage tour of Wentworth
town, port and locality including
walks, talks and bus tours.

A first-hand view of the mighty
Murray/Darling junction to-
gether with a short cruise up
the Darling river over luncheon
followed aboard M.V. Kooka-
burra as guests of Greg and
Julia Evans.

Would be fresh-water sailors in-
specting the ‘Captains Pre-
serve’ during PS Ruby visit!

The afternoon was spent visit-
ing St. Johns Anglican Church
and Rectory, Post Office, Court
House and Police Station be-
fore a bus tour taking in many
other heritage buildings and lo-
cations. The group joined Leon
Wagner and Bill Brook aboard
P.S. Ruby for afternoon tea.
Over the years, Heritage Coun-
cil funding has been a great
boost to the enormous job of
restoring this magnificent ves-
sel. Council members were
most impressed with the effort
made and results achieved by
the loyal Ruby ‘volunteer’ team.
Afterwards, they traversed the
Curlwaa region, returning to a
late afternoon Civic Reception
in the Wentworth Shire Council
chambers. A sumptuous dinner
followed at Darlingz Restaurant
ending a long tiring day.

Friday saw the Council mem-
bers travelling west to historic
Moorna Station and Lake Victo-
ria region.

The day came to an end with
the groups return flight from
Mildura to Sydney.

Gabrielle Kibble, Chairperson,
Heritage Council, NSW, sent a
very gracious letter thanking all for
their involvement and making their
visit to PS Ruby so enjoyable. She
wished us all the best in our worth-
while restoration project.

Alan Horner from Canberra vis-
ited the Ruby in August. He is
the Great Grandson of David

Milne who built the Ruby over
100 years ago at Morgan in
South Australia.

Alan has a long history of river
boat relatives associated with
the Murray including the well
known Ritchie family.

He continues to keep in touch
with river boats in his spare
time as a volunteer with the PS
Enterprise on Lake Burley Grif-
fin in Canberra.
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An email received by me re-
cently contained a comment
made by a person who has
had dealings with N.S.W
Maritime:

“Inspectors assume they
know more than they do and
make pronouncements in ar-
eas in which they are igno-
rant.”

This really is the crux of our
problem and | am being con-
tinually frustrated by their ap-
parent lack of interest in our
project.

Frank Hendrich (design engi-
neer of Woodend, Vic.) who
recently completed the draw-
ings and design calculations
of our boiler has had NO re-
ply to repeated requests for
what further information is
required!

[We have been given a fur-
ther 3 months extension on
our $15,000 grant for slip-
ping. Extended to 31 Decem-
ber, 2008. Quite frankly, in
view of Maritime N.S.W. per-
formance, I'm not prepared
to even guess what the out-
come will be.]

BUT WE WILL KEEP PER-
SEVERING!

On a good note, the installa-
tion of the fire protection ma-
terials on the deckhead
above the engine bay area is
complete. A great job done
by our volunteers — it was a
mammoth task. Some com-
ments suggest we have lost
some of our heritage appear-
ance/values. Even so, it has
certainly tidied the deckhead
area which will now be eas-
ier to maintain.

Bill Elligett has completed
the spur gear covers, an-

This fabulous photograph of a happy group of Wentwo

rth vol-

unteers on board the PS Ruby was taken and used for the

face of the locally made DVD 'Go on . . .Volunteer!

Launched in National Volun-
teers Week, May 2008, 'Go
On...Volunteer' was made to
promote and market volunteer-
ing opportunities in Sunraysia
and the Mallee, as a way of at-
tracting new people to volun-
teering activities in our commu-
nities.

other OH&S problem out of
the way.

Bill Hardiman has made and
donated 5 replica tables for
the saloon (see page 4).
They are just wonderful, and
a big thank you to Bill.

With the weather fining up
again, our next big job will be
painting and touching up.
There is a lot to be done!

As you can understand we
are progressing but ever so
slowly.

My best regards to all,

Leon Wagner

Cheryl Rix, Chairman of the
Wentworth and District Com-
munity Bank (Bendigo Bank
features in the DVD on board
the PS Ruby) speaks of her in-
volvement as a volunteer in the
local community and the
Bank’s Community Grant fund-
ing, of which the PS Ruby has
been a recipient.

'‘Go On...Volunteer' was funded
by the Victorian Government
Department of Planning and
Community Development and
was jointly sponsored by
Mallee Family Care and
Mildura Rural City Council.
Copies of the DVD are avail-
able (at no cost) from Jane
Brook, Project Officer, Volun-
teer Development and Support.
Phone: (03) 50217341 or email
her at:

Note New Email Address:




A Nautical Holiday

Board Deputy Chairman Bill
Brook and wife Jane recently
returned from a trip to Europe.
While touring, they cruised the
Rhine River in Germany on
the Paddle Steamer Goethe.
Goethe, a side-wheeler like
Ruby, is about 200 feet in
length & was built in 1913.
The lucky holidaymakers en-
joyed the table service while
cruising some 110 kilometres
from Lahnstein to Rudesheim
and return past the famous
Loreley Rock & numerous
castles. Bill could not believe
the steepness of the many
vineyards lining both sides of
the river & the obvious diffi-
culty in working them. He said
there were busy rail lines
along both river banks, as well
as numerous beautiful villages
such as Boppard. They were
intrigued to see that huge
guantities of freight continue to
be carried in long, narrow
cargo boats. (typically 135m
long by about 11-12m beam
with 3,800 tonne tare). The
fast flowing river is also thick
with huge passenger cruise
vessels.

While in Britain, Bill & Jane
stayed at Bishops Stortford in
an old mill situated on the
banks of one of the many ca-
nals criss-crossing the country
and were instantly enchanted
by the many beautiful canal
boats. In Switzerland, they
saw a number of beautifully
kept old ferry boats plying
Lake Lucerne and travelled
around Venice in Vaporettos—
water taxi's. They finished up
with a cruise of the Greek
Isles & Croatia on the 92,000
tonne M.S.Musica which car-
ries 3,013 passengers - a few
more than our Ruby can man-
age, but nowhere near as gor-
geous!




Turning the Tables in the McKenzie Saloon

Bill Hardiman’s story:

Having had a long term interest in
the riverboat history of Australia, |
became involved with the Ruby
project several years ago when my
son Warren was caretaking the
boat. With my other interest of
woodworking | have made a few
small items of furniture for the boat
including shelving and writing
desks installed in the cabins of the
Captain and Mate. | also com-
pleted a replica bench seat at the
front of the wheelhouse.

Subsequently, | was asked by
Captain Leon if | would be able to
build five replica dining room ta-
bles for the McKenzie Saloon. The
tables are a copy of the original
Murray Steamship furniture that all
the boats of that Line had onboard

Bill, pictured above, surrounded by his fine reproductions. They certainly
look the part and enhance the McKenzie saloon.

during the early Twentieth Cen-
tury.

The tables were made using one
remaining original table as a pat-
tern. This table was in a very sorry
state and could not be restored. |
commenced building these in my
workshop in Melbourne using Karri
Pine which it appeared the origi-
nals had been made from. The
legs of the tables were turned on
my lathe and the assembly of the
frames was done using mortise
and tenon joints. They have been
finished with a clear stain. The
building of these tables took many
hours stretched over some
months, interrupted by a few
drinks with my mates who were

curious to know why | was making
all these old fashioned tables.
Each leg took me approximately
four hours to turn on the wood
lathe because of the intricacy of
the design.

The sister ship PS Marion has
similar furniture including chairs
which were made for the them by
the local TAFE College at Man-
num, South Australia.

Editor’s note: Bill Hardiman has
done a wonderful job of the ta-
bles and has donated them to
the Ruby. An active ‘Friends of
the Ruby’ member, Bill has
taken a very keen interest in the
restoration project.




An introduction to

Captain John Clement Newman
Skipper of PS RUBY in the early years

Over the years during the Ruby
restoration program, we have
had a number of people come
aboard for an inspection of pro-
gress and during conversation
they have mentioned that a
relative (most times a grandfa-
ther or great grandfather) once
worked on Ruby.

One such visit was made re-
cently by Rita Crane, from Sea-
ford, South Australia. Rita’'s
grandfather was “Captain” John
Clement Newman, born in Hol-
land 14th May, 1855 and who,
after emigrating to Australia,
married Euphemia Mclntosh
Smith.

They settled in Wentworth and
had all but one of their nine
children born there. Euphemia
passed away in Mildura on 26th
November, 1900 at the early
age of 40 years.

Captain John Newman was the
master of a number of paddle-

steamers over the years.
Among these were:
Murrumbidgee — owned by
John Egge.

Emma — owned by Davie
Rice.

Ruby, Enterprise, Excellsior,

Marion, Gem and Prince Alfred
— owned by King & Co. He
also acted as Engineer and Su-
percargo on occasions.

The following are entries from
early riverine newspapers, col-
lected by Y.M. “Johnny” Gurr,
of Renmark.

Wentworth Federal Standard,
November 3rd, 1900.
The steamer “Emma” and

barge “Annie” arrived from the
Darling last night bringing 500

bales of wool from various sta-
tion homesteads lessees. The
wool is consigned to South
Australia and will be taken by
the “Gem” on Wednesday.

We regret to record the death
of Mrs. Newman, wife of Cap-
tain Newman of the steamer
“Emma” which occurred at
Mildura about 12 o'clock, Fri-
day morning 26th ultimo. The
deceased lady was 40 years of
age. Her husband and nine
children mourn the loss of a
good wife and mother.

Renmark Pioneer, April 16th,
1908.

The “Enterprise” (Captain New-
man) with 90 tons of loading in
her barge, passed up for Wen-
tworth on Tuesday and on the
same day the “Cato” (Captain
Payne) from Bourke with 431
bales of wool and the “Bar-
won” (Captain Tescher) from
Wilcannia with 700 bales,
passed down for Goolwa. The
four boats with their respective
barges were in port at the same
time, giving quite an air of im-
portance to the riverboat.

Wentworth Federal Standard,
December 18th, 1909.

The steamer “Ruby” came up
this week in place of the “Gem”
which has been laid up during
the low river. Captain Newman,
late of the “Enterprise” was in
command.

Renmark Pioneer, February
18th, 1910 (From the Went-
worth correspondent)

The “Marion” and “Barwon” with
“Paika” and “Mallara” barges
left for Morgan on Tuesday in
charge of Captain Tinks and
Sandford respectively. The lat-
ter barge “Mallara” is the latest
addition to the gem Navigation
Company’s fleet, the manage-
ment of which are determined
to have up to date vessels,
splendidly equipped and
manned. They are particularly
fortunate in the latter respect in
having such masters as Cap-
tain Bailey, Sandford, Tinks,
and that popular River Darling
skipper, J.C. Newman, now in
charge of steamer “Ruby” on
the lower Murray.

Wentworth Federal Standard,

March 12th 1910.

The Gem Navigation Company
Ltd., sent up their first passen-
ger boat this week - the
steamer “Marion” - which ar-
rived on Friday night, being the
first to open communication
with Morgan. The vessel was in
charge of Captain Phil Sand-
ford and our old friend Captain
Newman was acting as super-
cargo. There were quite a few
passengers for Wentworth. The
“Marion” left on the down trip
on Wednesday morning. An-
other of the Company’s vessels
the "William R. Randell” with
the barge “Mallara” in tow ar-
rived on Thursday afternoon in
charge of Captain Ben Atkins.
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